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Changing Composition and Landmarks in the
Historical Picture Materials of the 1783 Mt.
Asama Eruption

Shino Fukuju*

Abstract

Changing Composition and Landmarks in the Historical Picture Materials of the 1783 Mct.

Asama Eruption

This paper provides information on and analysis of the collection of historical pictorial
materials regarding the Mt. Asama eruption in Tenmei 3 (=1783 A.D.) during the Edo period,
focusing not only the subjects but also the drawn perspectives and landmarks.

1) The historical pictures of the Mt. Asama eruption are categorized according to subjects,
including the volcanic eruption, volcanic ash, mud flow, and disaster recovery. 2) To embed
the geographical information, the historical pictures had transformed their scales differently
from the picture maps typically used. In particular, large-area pictures perspective have huge
deformations to include landmarks such as Edo or Nikko. 3) The landmarks in the picture
include the historical pictures; the natural sights or artifacts are arranged according to each
painter’'s viewpoint and direction. The areas and landmarks are drawn differently according
to each required disaster information. The painters and consumers had shared the same view
of the world by designing the scale (including the viewer's location) or landmarks (the chosen
common signs) in the published pictorial materials of the Mt. Asama eruption.

In the field of history and geography research, the historical pictures have been given
less priority than the photographs or geographical maps to record the historical information.
However, the deformation in the historical pictures tells us what kind of information is chosen (or
not chosen), why the landmarks are drawn, and why the scale of a map or direction of a compass
is transformed. This deformation reflects not only what information people were required to
report, but also what the people needed to know. Finally, we can figure out the perspective of

those living in the disaster zone and view of the remaining world in those days.

*Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, Graduate School of University of Tokyo,

Key Words : Volcano, Disaster Information, Historical Picture Materials, Mt.Asama, Eruption, Japanese History
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