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Media Discourse on Migrant Women in South
Korea : The “Othering” Process in Mass Media
Journalism

Misook, LEE*

Abstract

This study examines the “othering” process of migrant women in mass media journalism in
South Korea. Since the 1990s, the number of migrant women who married Korean men has
increased, and especially after 2003 their existence became conspicuous in the media, which
reports on migrant women mainly from Southeast Asia. Although Korean society is gradually
becoming multi-racial/cultural, according to previous research about the representation of
migrant women, new social members - migrant women - are excluded and othered in the
mass media. In order to examine the issue in further depth, production and text analyses were
conducted so as to articulate the process of “othering” at the production level. Text analysis was
conducted on news documentaries about migrant women, from the main broadcasting companies
in Korea, and the key directors of each documentary were interviewed. Analysis revealed that
migrant women were being othered, categorized as a ‘social problem’ which could damage or
create problems for Korean men and Korean society. At the production level, the ‘Korean-male-
centered’ perspective and the desire to obtain a ‘mass’ audience were strongly contributing
to the “othering” of migrant women. As a result, the present journalism practices in the mass
media are seen to be contributing to the problem, rather than acting to create social solidarity

across social categories.

*Doctoral student in the department of Interdisciplinary Information Studies at the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Migrant women, Othering, Mass media journalism, Media discourse analysis.
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