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The divergence of hierarchy and power relations within fan community :
A case study on Johnny's fans in Taiwan
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The Divergence of Hierarchy and Power
Relations within Fan Community : A Case
Study on Johnny's Fans in Taiwan

Hui-chien Pang*

Abstract

This study intends to explore the divergence of hierarchy and power relations within Johnny’
s fan community in Taiwan. Johnny's fans heavily rely on the use of CMC to make friends with
other fans as well as to get information about Johnny's idols. Fans that make a good use of their
fan social and fan cultural capitals to contribute to the community may win higher fan symbolic
capitals and get a high standing within fan community as a reward. Fans in the high standing
show their power on others by using rewards and punishments or controlling the circulation of
idol information. The divergence of hierarchy and power relations within fan community often
results in the chilling effect in community, and may finally accounts for the subversion of the

community.

*Graduate Institute of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, the University of Tokyo

Key Words : Fan, Fan community, Hierarchy, Capital.
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