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Expanding Political Participation by Revising
Laws and Using ICT

Masami Honda*

Abstract

The aim of this article is to analyze how to expand political participation at e-government in
Japan.

Firstly, this article surveys histories of e-government development policy in Japan. Based
on this survey, it points out that Japanese e-government development policy gives priority to
the digitalization of public administration. This article, however, assumes that e-government
development policy need to consist of not only the digitalization of public administration but also
the digitalization of political participation.

Secondly, this article analyzes Japanese ‘Revised Local Autonomy Law’ and ‘Public Offices
Election Law’ from the view point of interpretation of a law. This is because these laws regulate
political participations in Japan. In other words, those laws impose many restraints on political
participations, and those restraints disturb political participations of the electorate, especially in
a local election and the initiative.

Thirdly, this article examines how to remove those restraints, and considers how to expand
political participation. At this article, it concludes that the way to remove those restraints is
to revise those laws. In addition to the revision, using ICT at a local election and the initiative
expand political participation practically.

Finally, it concludes that more research will be required in order to expand political
participation at e-government in Japan, because social and technological conditions are changing

drastically.

*Doctoral Course, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo
Key Words : E-government, Political Participation, Revised Local Autonomy Law, Public Offices Election Law, Japanese Local

Assembly.
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