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Recent Trends in Audience Studies from the
Perspective of /ldentity:

The Possibilities and Limits of the Critical
Perspective for the Interpretive Frameworks

Yuko Obi / Maki Suzuki*

Traditionally, audience has been caught from the “passive / active” perspective. Roughly,
from the mid-1980s, there is sudden increase in qualitative audience studies referred to as the

“ethnographic turn” and the roots of this can be found in European cultural studies, American
cultural studies and qualitative mass communication researches.

This paper shows the audience studies that followed the frame called “producer /
consumers” is confronted with a new phase under the influence of the current media situations.
We put in order the trend of recent audience studies and the fan studies. It discusses that recent
studies pay attention to "identity" and clarifies limits with the possibilities of this discussion.
From this analysis, we propose that how the conventional audience studies forced to change by
the media environment and show the importance of the concept ‘“identity” for the audience
studies.

First, we organize the previous audience researches and point out the recent trends of these
studies. Second, we investigate the fan studies tendency. Lastly, we suggest that the historical
researches which discuss about the audience who cannot be captured from the previous

paradigm should be positioned recent audience studies.

Doctoral student, the Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Identity, Audience, Fan.
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