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“Advertisement-Embedded Programs” in the Branded Entertainment Era:
The Background in the Television Industry Which Enables a New Style of
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“Advertisement-Embedded Programs” in the
Branded Entertainment Era:

The Background in the Television Industry
Which Enables a New Style of Programs

Kayoung Kim

Abstract

While it is generally accepted that there are two parts to television; content and
advertisements, a number of commercial messages, which were formerly restricted only to
advertisement spaces, appear in dramas, variety programs, and other television content. In
spite of this, most television advertising studies in Japan so far have only dealt with the 15 to
30-second commercials broadcast between programs.

In the 2000s, several researchers, such as Koji Namba (1992; 2000), Akihiro Kitada (2008),
Kohei Kono (2007; 2008; 2010), expressed doubt about the existing, limited concept of television
advertisements. Nevertheless, current television programs have not yet been sufficiently
discussed as advertising tools. This also indicates a lack of discussion on television programs
with regards to media commercialism; however, the recent global economy and digital
technology has seen the acceleration of commercialism in the media. To better understand
the current circumstances surrounding television, it is necessary to examine the recent trend
towards programs which include promotional messages. In this paper, these programs will be
referred to as Advertisement-Embedded Programs (AEPS).

Firstly, this paper introduces Kono' s principle of the “context ™ , which he defines as “the
most suitable way in which television commercials change depending on broadcasting technology
and the situation of the television industry in each period” (2008: 1). Next, the genealogy and
the recent examples of Japanese AEPs will be investigated. In the case of recent AEPs, branded
entertainment will be focused on as a significant context. Subsequently, this study arrives at the

conclusion that AEPs are produced in a context where television and corporations interests are

Key Words : Advertisement-Embedded Programs, context, commercialism, branded entertainment, television culture.
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not mutually exclusive, but are in fact on the same side due to their shared financial difficulty.
Finally, it suggests that the audience’ s high television literacy is also one of the important

contexts to enable AEPs in Japan.
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