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A Study of Readers’ Correspondence in
Magazine “Jdyogaku Sekai”

Keiko Saga

This article is a study of “Jyogaku Sekai”, a women’'s magazine published through Meiji and
Taisyo era. The aim of this study is to clarify the function of the readers’ correspondence, and
how the correspondence changed the characteristic of this magazine as a medium.

“Jyogaku Sekai” was published for about 25 years, and this is a long period for a magazine
published in Meiji. Despite the commercial success, there are not so much studies that has
examined the value of this magazine.

In the past studies, the importance of “Jyogaku Sekai” has been evaluated only as a pioneer
of enlightenment magazine for women published in 1900’s. Those studies have focused only on
intellect and famous person's remark. This article focuses mainly on readers’ correspondence to
analyze the golden age of “Jyogaku Sekai”.

The period when “Jyogaku Sekai” was an enlightenment magazine was limited in the early
years. And the sales of this magazine increased after the enlightenment color weakened. Despite
the increasing sales, “Jyogaku Sekai” in this age is not paid much attention and is regarded as
less important by the past studies.

However, the most important characteristic of this period is the development of readers’
correspondence. In the early times, the readers’ correspondence in “Jyogaku Sekai” was limited
to short novels for prize contests. The opportunities for writing to “Jyogaku Sekai” gradually
increased and the contents in the correspondence became diversified. The importance of the
readers’ correspondence was getting higher in “Jyogaku Sekail”. Some amateur writers got
famous and popular on the readers, and fans on the writers communicated each other lively in
the readers’ column. In the golden age of “Jyogaku Sekai”, the readers’ correspondence which

developed its contents and form, practically played the main part role in whole “Jyogaku Sekai”.

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Women's magazine, Correspondence, Reader, Communication, Media.
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It is essential that the readers’ correspondence is not just a popular content in “Jyogaku
Sekai”. The readers’ correspondence and the communication derived from the correspondence
played the main function for “Jyogaku Sekai” as a medium.

At first, the main function of “Jyogaku Sekai” as a medium was to enlighten women by
highbrow people. So it was not intended that the readers’ correspondence got vigor and played
the main function. The golden age of “Jyogaku Sekai” was also a turning point of the fundamental

character of the magazine, led by the development of the readers’ correspondence.
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